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San Francisre Cyrouicle

Bomb Scare'Tl?aced to'-l?""erform:mce Art

Canisters
Were Filled
With Plaster

By 1. [.. Pimsleur
Chrondcle St Wriler

A bomh seare that elased
the Great Highway for parl of
ithe Memorial Day weckend
wag traged last night to a wild
performance art™  show
staged Sunday night beneath
a South of Market freeway un-

derpass.

The shiw — produced by Sur-
vival Tiesearch Laboratories of
San Francisco— included anact in
which huge parbage hags filled
with realistic-looking black pow-
der canisters were sealtered
among an avdience of about 2,500
people who paid $8 8 teket
watch the late-night performance
in = parking lot near Third and
Harrizon streets,

Survival Research Labarato-
ries is a performance art produc
thon company, founded by a group
of engineers, welders and artists
who stage machine destruction
derbies and do special effects for
mavies, rock conceris- xnd music
Videos,

Omnei: critic called Them “Fran-
kensteln in a shop class.”

Authorities initially were bai-
fled by the source of three bomb-
like objects found Monday along
(kcean Beach in San Franciseo and
Iwo more devices discovered in
the old Battery Spencer area of
the Marin Headlands,

The stretch of Ocesn Beach
and the Great Highway between
Lin¢oln Way and Sloat Boulevard
was closed for most of Monday
evening while suthorities search-
ed on horseback and on foot for
maore bombe.

(me more canister turned up
vesterday on Ocean Beach and

ET AMGCHAEL MALSRET, THE CHROMACLE

Police bomb squad technicians inspected a fake bomb found under Interstate 80 at Third Street

B AGCHAT SADDNTY, THE CRBORACLE

Close up of o foke bomb, identical to the enes found Menday

on us, we don't know how far he'll
£0,” warned U5 Park Service Po-
lice Bergeant Jerry MeCarthy.

MeCarthy described the de-
vices a5 the size of lerge square
lantern batteries, aboot five inch:
&5 high and three inches wide, ol
bve green with yellow lettering
sating: “High Explosive — %
pound of THT.*

three others were foond near -

where the show was staged.
"If somebady's playving a joke

Smaller letters warned “Dan-
cerous, high explosive — for
front-line demalition onby, Not 1o

be used for general blasting. Do
not use underground or in enclas-
il spaces.”

As it turned out, the canisters
actually were filled with [oose
plaster of Paris, "But they looked
like the real thing. like Army ord-
nance canblers,” said MceCarthy,

While 1.5, Park Police puz-
zled over the source of the devices
and the FBI began an Investiga-
tigm, Survival Research Laborato-
ries security soures sald last night
that the nine canisters found in

San Franciscs and Marin were
part of a batch of about 100 sched-
aled to be used in & spectacular
gimmick that wenl awry ai the
Sunday night show.

“The fake bombs were sup-
posad 0 have been hodsted in 30
gallon trash bags by a big remote-
controlled crampe with an elettro-
magnetic plate attached Lo the bot-
tom of the Hft,” said one source
“But nstéad, the bags burst and
scatiered the canisters in the mid-
dle of the parking lot.

When the show was over, a
bunch of people scrambled all
over themselves 1o pick up the de-
vices. | saw one guy stulf about a
dozen of them under his shirt and
then come back for more.™

It was not the first time that
Survival HResearch Laboratories
hesded by performence artist
Mark Pauline, had staged a show
that had repercussions.

Last year, SHL. produced a
show in the parking lot oulside
Mew York's Shea Stadium in
which the climax featured explod-
ing bivmbe that threw photocopied
20 bilks that flnsted dewn on the
crowd like confett.

Weaks later, people were gtfll
trying e cash the bills all over
Mew York,




BF STEVE BMIMA R TR CHARNCLE

Twa San Francisco police officers inspected one of the devices found on Ocean Beach

Prankster Suspected

Fake Bombs Planted on Beach

By Dean Congbalay
Chronlele Sl Writer

Authorities believe a pramk-
ster may have planted five
bombe-like objects this weelkend
along Occan Beach in San Fran.
ciseo and in the Marin head-
lands,

The discoveries prompled po-
lice to close a 2%-mile siretch of the
Gzreat Hiphway for much of yester-
day evening before investigators
decided that the devices were not
actually bombs but canisters of plas-
ter of Paris, :

Three of the inert devices were
found yesierday on Ovean Beach,
off the Great Highway near Jarvis
Streat, police said. Two more were
discoverod yesterday in the Head-
lands, p

San Franciseo police were toy-
ing Lo figure out last night whether
the discoveries were connected to o
Friday night explosion slong Oeean
Brach.

The streteh of Ocean Beach and
the Great Highway, befween Lin-
coln Way and Sloat Boulevard for
much of yesterday , W
closed until almost & p.o. vesterday
a5 authorities searched on horse-
back and on foot for more bombs,

"Il somebody's playing a joke
on g we don't know how far he'll
go.” U.5. Park Police Sergeant Jerry
MeCarihy said. '

Nohnody was injured doring Fri-
day night’s bomb expiosion.

Yesterday's discoveries of ihe
devices on Orean Beach were at £
a0, 300 poan. and 635 poan., police
said, All were inert.

Despite the Memorial Dey holi-
day, the beach ares was nol crowd-
ed. A =trong wind apparently dis-
couraged visitors.

The firsl two devices were
found by a security officer for Sea.
wall Construction, which is bullding
& =eawall and parking lot in the ar-
a3, podice said, .

The first one found yesterday
morning was at first belicved to be
made of dvnamite, suthorities said.
The second device was found on the
floor board of a construction crane,
aulhorities said.

Sunset  District residepi Sal
Guange =aid he was walking his
mixed-breed “terrier, Amaretbo,
elong the beach when he saw the

third bomb on the sand near (ke
=urf,

He at-first thought the shiny,
fourinchdong ohjoct was trash that
had washed ashore, He lieked it
over and saw the word “dynamite”
om it, he said.

4
“And 1hen all the alarms went
ﬁ'{:!f In my mind,” he said, causing
i 1o eall the police,
Authoritins have received mo
! bomb threats and have no fde who
cotld have placed the devices along
the beaches, McCarthy said:
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